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SUMMARY
Eighty-four species of birds were recorded during surveys at five camps in the Mubuku and

Bujuku River valleys of the Rwenzori Mountains in 1990 and 1991. Species numbers declined
gradually from a peak of 61 at the low edge of the forest at 1960m to 44 at 3000m. Above this, as the
habitat changed to giant groundsels and lobelias, the decline was more dramatic to 13 at 3400m and
only seven observed at the peak at 4000m. There were six species for which we find no published

Rwenzori records.

INTRODUCTION
From 10 November to 12 December 1990 and from 8 April to 1 May 1991,

personnel from Makerere University and Uganda Department of Forestry, Kampala and the
Field Museum of Natural History, Chicago conducted surveys of the avifauna of the
Mubuku and Bujuku River valleys at the south end of the Rwenzor Mountains in Uganda.
We worked out of four camps:
Kyoha, 6 km NW Ibanda, Mubuku Valley; 1960m
10-19 November 1990; 8-14 April 1991
Mahoma, 8 km NW Ibanda, Mubuku Valley, 2075m
22-30 November 1990; 3-8 May 1991
Nuahitaha 10 km NW Thanda 2700m
3-12 December 1990; 16-22 April 1991
John Mate, 15 km NW Ibanda, 3400m
24 April-1 May 1991
These camps are described in detail (Kerbis et. al, this volume). Obscrvations were also

made up to the Bujuku Huts at 4000m.

METHODS

Quantitative surveys were made primarily through the use of mist nets, and were
augmented by observational records. At each of the camps, we ran as many as 40 nets at a
time, set in straight lines of 15 to 20 in an attempt to sample thoroughly the habitat variety
at a given elevation. Approximately equivalent nct-days were accumulated at the three
lower camps, with about half as many at John Mate which we visited only once. Voucher
series of specimens were collected along with tissues for genetic analyses and stomachs for
diet studies. Birds released from the ncts were marked by cutting a small angled section
from the outermost tail feather, allowing us to identify these as previously captured if they

were caught additional times.
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Diversity changes by elevation

Surveys of birds along mountain slopes generally show a gradual decline in
species number with increasing clevation (e.g. Robbins et. al., 1987 in the Andes; Willard
et.al, 1991 on.an isolated South American peak;, Goodman and Gonzales, 1990 and
Goodman et. al., 1995 in the Philippines). The pattern is the same in the Mubuku Valley of
the Rwenzori, with the peak species number (62) in our survey at the lower edge of the
forest at 1960m declining to 53 at 2075m and to 47 at 2700-3000m. The number drops
dramatically in the giant groundsel zone around 3400m (13 species recorded), and tails off
to only 7 at the highest elevations of the valley.

Only one species, the Streaky Seedeater, spanned the full range of elevations that
we surveyed. Most of the species recorded had been observed by 2075m, and among forest
birds, the Rwenzori Turaco, Abyssinian Crimson-wing and Scarlet-tufted Malachite
Sunbird were the only species to appear for the first time above this clevation (excluding the
African Wood Owl which may well have been missed at lower clevations). There were
several possible examples of the congeneric replacement of species so prevalent in the
Andes (Terborgh and Weske, 1975), where one species in a closely related pair decreases as
another increases with elevation. The most obvious was the shift in the two woodland
warblers Phyllsocopus laetus and umbrovirens just above 2700m. Other possible
examples of this pattern of clevational replacement include: the very similar Red-faced and
Abyssinian Crimson-wings, Cryptospiza reichenovii and salvadorii, Masked and Chestnut-
throated Apalis (Apalis binotata and porphyrolaema); the Laniarius shrikes Iuehderi and
Sfulleborni, the undergrowth thrushes Cossypha cyanocampter and archeri, the two forest
warblers Bradypterus barratti and cinnamomeus; and finally the turacos, Tauraco schuetti
which we inexplicably missed during this survey but which was found commonly up to
9000 ft by members of the British Museum expedition (Ogilvie-Grant, 1910) and johnstoni
which is found alone above that elevation.
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THE BIRDS OF THE MUBUKU AND BUJUKU RIVER VALLEYS

English name Scientific name 1960m 2075m 2700m  3400m 4000m
Little Grebe Tachyt aptus ruficollis SRO
Black Kite Milvus migrans SRO
Great Sparrowhawk Accipitor melanoleucus SRO SRO
African Mountain Buzzard Buteo creophilus SRO SRO SRO
Buff-spotted Pygmy Crake Sarothiura elegans reichenovi +
Oiive Pigeon Columt a arquatnix SRO SRO
Lemon Dove Aplope:ia larvata jacksoni + + =
Tambourine Dove Turtur tympanistna frasen 444 ++ §
Rwenzori Turaco Taurac ) johnstoni + + Y
3 Barred Long-tailed Cuckoo Cercoccyx m. montanus + 9
o African Wood Owl Ciccab. woodfordii bohndorff . «E_
Scarce Swit Schoutydenapus myoptius SRO  SRO R
Alpine Swift Apus melba SRO o)
Cinnamon-chested Bee-eater Merops oreobates + ‘g
Crowned Homnbill Tockus alboterminatus SRO
Western Green Tinkerbird Pogoni ilus coryphaeus hildamariae 44
Yellow-rumped Tinkerbird Pogoniiilus bilineatus mfumbir ++ ++
Scaly-throated Honeyguide Indicatcr v. vanegatus ++
African Gray-headed Woodpecker  Dendrapicos griseocephalus SRO
Black Saw-wing Psalidopbrocne holomelaena ruwenzori  ++ ++ ++
Mountain Wagtail Motacila clara chapini ++ ++
Grey Cuckoo Shrike Coracir a caesia pura SRO +
Common Bulbut Pycnor otus barbatus minor ++ +
English n
Litte Green‘::; :;:::’;::: :t.":irens ::BOm 2078m  2700m  3400m 4000m
;:'m\il:\::(:::u(';reenbul Pycnonotu: . latirostris eugen'ius e
Fischer's Greenbul :;cnonotu:. lephrolael.nus kikuyuensis ++++ e TN
ylastrep us fischeri sucosus. ++ -+
Luhder's Bush Shrike Laniarius I. uehderi 44
F ullfabom's Black Boubou Laniarius futebomi holomelas +++ e
White-starred Forest Robin Pogonocichla stelata ruwenzorii 44 HEEEE e
IB\Irchers Robin Chat Cossypha é rcheri + N ::
R:;:?:::::’:? Robin Chat Cossypha cyanocampter bartteloti -+ SRO
: ethe Alethe polio)hrys e N .
Abyssinian Ground Thrush Zoothera p. piaggiae . .
= ::::teal’i: ("),l:;e,_., Th.rush Tt{rdus aby sinicus baraka -+ T ++ SRO
3 psis Trichastoma pyrrhopterum PP 1~
Gr?ychested lladopsis Trichastoma pokiothorax et " &
African Hill Babbler Abyssinian +if Babbler e+ +++ ++
EYef green Forest Warbler Bradypterus barratti baraka ++ - o
Cinnamon Bracken Warbler Bradypterus cinnamomeus mildbreadi +++ o4t
Black-faced Rufous Warbler Bathmocerciis rufus vulpinus ++4 ++ " SRO
Mountain Yellow Warbler Chloropeta s milis
Chubb's Cisticola Cisticola chu sbi T e
Banded Prinia Prinia bairdii ybscura o i i
+++ +
Collared Apalis Apalis r. ruwonzorii PO
Masked Apalis Apaiis binotaia personata o T
++4+ ++4
Che.stnut-throated Apalis Apalis p. porphyrolaema . -
White-browed Crombec Sylvietta I. le. cophrys AR 1 N S +44
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English name Scientific name 1960m 2075m 2700m  3400m 4000m
Gray-capped Warbler Hypergen's lepidus ++
Red-faced Woodland Warbler Phyilosco)us |. laetus SRO +e e
Brown Woodland Warbler Phylosco)»us umbrovirens alpinus ++ ++ SRO
White-eyed Slaty Flycatcher Melaenonis fischeri toruensis ++ +
Dusky Flycatcher Muscicap.1 adusta pumila + s 4
Rwenzori Batis Batis diops ++ e
Paradise Flycatcher Terpsiphane viridis ferreti ++
Stripe-breasted Tit Parrus 1. lasciiventer + + -+
Collared Sunbird Anthrepte s colan's garguensis ++ ++ =
Blue-headed Sunbird Nectarinia a. aknae D R s o §
Variable Sunbird Naectarinia venusta igneiventris + ++ -+ s
- Greater Double-collared Sunbird Nectarinig afra stuhimanni ++ R S e Q
* Northern Double-collared Sunbird ~ Nectarninie preussi kikuyensis 44 ++4 + §
Regal Sunbird Nectarinis r. regia ++ B s )
Purpie-breasted Sunbird Naectarinic purpureiventris ++ - g:
Scariet-tufted Malachite Sunbird Nectarinis johnstoni dartmouthi SRO \5
Yellow White-eye Zosterops senegalensis stuhimanni I S as ©
African Citril Serinus c trineNoides frontalis ++ +4444
Streaky Seedeater Serinus s 'riolatus grauen +H+4 ++ +e+4 +++ SRO
Thick-billed Seedeater Serinus b srtoni tanganjicae +4+ ++4 et
Gray-headed Negrofinch Nigrita caricapia sparsimguttata +++ +
Red-faced Crimson-wng Cryptospiza reichenovi austraks ++
Abyssinian Crimson-wing Cryptospiza salvadorii ruwenzori 44+
Dusky Crimson-wing Cryptospiza jacksoni +44 +4+4 ++
Shelley's Crimson-wing Cryptospiza shelleyi ++ + 44 +
English name Scienlific name
Red-headed Bluebill Sperniophaga r. ruficapilla :iiom 2076m  2700m  3400m 4000m
Swee Waxbill Estrilc a melanotis kiimensis SRO + +
Black-crowned Waxbill Estrilaa n. nonnula +
Baglafecht Weaver Ploceis baglatecht stuhimanni ++
Strange Weaver Ploceiis alienus rebe e ves
Brown-capped Weaver Ploceirs i. insignis +
Sharpe's Starfing Cinnyiicinclus sharpi . SRO
Slender-billed Chestnut-winged Onyclognathus tenuirostris theresae  +++ SRO SRO
Starling
White-necked Raven Corvus albicollis SRO SRO SRO SRO SRO
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